MEN OF POWER

between lecture-appointments. Some months after he
had begun this new career, he wrote to his brother
William:

I have been writing three lectures on Natural His-
tory, and of course reading as much geology, chemistry,
and physics as I could find. Meantime my ethics and
theologies lie in abeyance; for you cannot preach to
people unless they will hear. However, some of the
faithful remain upon this portion of the earth, and by
and by we may find a little chapel of the truth. .. ,10

So slowly did he progress and so few were the invita-
tions to lecture that he considered altering his plan and
retiring to some remote spot in the country where he
could live cheaply and gather around him a few kindred
spirits. Fortunately about that time he received a small
legacy from his father-in-law's estate. This freed him
from financial worry and enabled him to hang on.

Establishing a New Home. The new poise he had
achieved upon his return from Europe and upon em-
barking on his career of lecturing was almost shattered
by the death of his brother Edward. He felt bereaved
of a part of himself. He had never quite given up the
expectation that Edward would recover and fulfil the
promise of his brilliant youth. But the Emerson con-
stitution had not stood the strain of Edward's energy.
Ralph Waldo felt now more than ever the responsi-
bility to carry on the family tradition of spiritual lead-

104